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The martial virtues—courage, loyalty, cunning, and strength—were central to male identity in the
ancient world, and antique literature is replete with depictions of men cultivating and exercising
these virtues on the battlefield. In Women and War in Antiquity, sixteen scholars reexamine
classical sources to uncover the complex but hitherto unexplored relationship between women and
war in ancient Greece and Rome. They reveal that women played a much more active role in battle
than previously assumed, embodying martial virtues in both real and mythological combat.
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The essays in the collection, taken from the first meeting of the European Research Network on
Gender Studies in Antiquity, approach the topic from philological, historical, and material culture
perspectives. The contributors examine discussions of women and war in works that span the
ancient canon, from Homer’s epics and the major tragedies in Greece to Seneca’s stoic writings in
first-century Rome. They consider a vast panorama of scenes in which women are portrayed as
spectators, critics, victims, causes, and beneficiaries of war.
This deft volume, which ultimately challenges the conventional scholarly opposition of standards
of masculinity and femininity, will appeal to scholars and students of the classical world,
European warfare, and gender studies.
"A fascinating, intellectually stimulating, and useful volume, Women and War in Antiquity sheds
important new light on a complex issue while offering penetrating interpretations at
the intersection of history and literature. This excellent book should interest scholars far beyond
those specializing in Greco-Roman culture."—Kurt Raaflaub, Brown University, coeditor of
Raymond Westbrook’s Ex Oriente Lex: Near Eastern Influences on Ancient Greek and Roman
Law
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